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SUBJECT: THIRD COUNTRY JOINT VENTURES 

REE: STATE 027408 

1. EMBASSY CONCURS IN BATCHELDER VISIT WHICH HAD BEEN DIS- 
CUSSED AND AGREED TO WITH GOI IN PRINCIPLE SOME TIME AGO. 

2. WE UNDERSTAND GOI PLANS TO PROPOSE BACK-TO-BACK MEETINGS OE 
AGRICULTURAL INPUTS WORKING GROUP AND ECONOMIC AND COMMERCIAL 
SUBCOMMISSION IN LATE MARCH. ASSUMING THESE DATES ARE PROPOSED, 
AND PROVE TO BE ACCEPTABLE TO USG, BATCHELDER VISIT IN EARLY 
APRIL WOULD BE TIMELY. OPIC MAY WISH TO POSTPONE TALKING TO 
INDIAN EMBASSY UNTIL THIS ISSUE CLARIFIED. UNFORTUNATELY, 

BOTH COMMERCIAL COUNSELOR AND COMMERCIAL ATTACHE WILL BE 
ATTENDING COMMERCIAL OFEICERS' CONFERENCE WEEK OE APRIL 5. 

WOULD A POSTPONEMENT BY ONE WEEK BE POSSIBLE? 
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